Book reviews
There are a number of books dedicated exclusively to neonatology but this must be one of the most detailed. The editor has collected together 30 American physicians and surgeons who piece together many of the problems of the newborn. I am sure there is very little missing, but it was surprising that no mention of exomphalos could be found in an otherwise comprehensive book.
The subject matter is arranged in an inviting manner, under chapter headings such as the high risk infant, emergencies in the delivery room (dealing with resuscitation and conditions requiring early treatment), special management of craniofacial problems and care of the mother. Under metabolic and endocrine disturbances, infants of addicted mothers are included, something which no doubt pediatricians in this country will be seeing more of in the future.
The editor suggests in the preface that the book will serve a wide variety of readers. This is true in a sense because the high quality and depth of the contents must make it one of the best current volumes on neonatology. Clearly those working in newborn units (be they doctors, nurses or students) will find it invaluable, and such people will be intermittently delving into the contents. Nowadays, with books so expensive, and this one is no exception, there will be relatively few who will wish to buy this outstanding volume, but it would be an excellent purchase for paediatric and newborn departments, where it will be in almost constant use.
MICHAEL JOSEPH
Recent Advances in Physiology 9 edited by R J Linden pp ix+467 illustrated £9.50 Edinburgh & London: Churchill Livingstone 1974 'It was hoped that each chapter would help "students" of physiology to make the transition from general knowledge of the topic to an understanding necessary for the appreciation of evidence contained in monographs and original papers.' The book's success should be judged by the editor's laudable objective. How far have the 12 distinguished authors succeeded in their nine chapters? Professor Linden, by giving us among other things six pages on instrumentation, calibration and the care of animals, begins in the right vein.
The others conform less or more to the objective. The first three on the cardiac action potential, excitation-secretion coupling and the muscle contraction are a reminder of how mathematical physiology has become. This transition for most students is difficult and the authors do not always make it easy.
The chapter on the kidney, while full of ingenious methods, would be improved if the complex descriptions were accompanied, for the pictorially minded, by explanatory illustrations. The chapter exemplifies the proliferation of research papers. In spite of protestations that only the most essential have been quoted there are about 150; one would like to see some 10 key papers starred. The reader's day is only 24 hours! Fox, in what regrettably must be one of his swansongs, gives an admirable review of temperature regulation in man, more sure-footed in his own fields than when he moves into the model world where arguments are harder to follow.
